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Obama departs the White House pressroom after interrupting press secretary Josh 
Earnest’s final briefing with reporters. (CNHI photo by Ron Russek II) 


Editorial: Thanks, Obama 


“Thanks, Obama!” That’s been a catchphrase for the 44th president’s 


critics. But in this context, we mean it sincerely. 


President Obama’s Jan. 10 farewell address in Chicago highlighted just 


some of his many accomplishments. 


“If I had told you eight years ago that America would reverse a great 
recession, reboot our auto industry, and unleash the longest stretch of job 
creation in our history; if I had told you that we would open up a new 
chapter with the Cuban people, shut down Iran’s nuclear weapons program 
without firing a shot, take out the mastermind of 9/11; if I had told you that 
we would win marriage equality, and secure the right to health insurance 
for another 20 million of our fellow citizens; if I had told you all that, you 
might have said our sights were set a little too high,” he said. “But that’s 


what we did. That’s what you did.” 


The president certainly was not without his flaws, as his opponents are 
quick to point out — not the least of which was what he didn’t do over Labor 


Day weekend in 2013. 


In the middle of the night on Aug. 21 that year, the Syrian military used 
chemical weapons against its own countrymen, killing more than 1,500 
people, including 400 children. A year earlier, Obama had said the use of 
such weapons by Syria would cross a “red line” that would result in 


American military action. 


The “red line” was ignored. The civil war continues. Both the United 


Nations and the Arab League Envoy to Syria estimate 400,000 people have 


died, 15,948 of them children, according to the Syrian Observatory for 


Human Rights. 


But all Americans, particularly those here in the Midwest and the Kokomo 
area, mustn’t forget it was only eight years ago Obama demanded what 
analysts in the financial and automotive communities believed to be 


impossible. 


He asked Chrysler to require additional concessions from the United Auto 
Workers, negotiate billions in debt relief from 46 banks and hedge funds, 


and forge a partnership with Italian automaker Fiat. 


And the president asked that Chrysler get it all done within weeks. That or 


face bankruptcy and, perhaps, liquidation. 


Yet on April 29, 2009, UAW Locals 685 and 1166 of Kokomo joined other 
autoworkers across the country and ratified an agreement that nixed 
Christmas bonuses, shortened vacations, eliminated college tuition 


assistance and reduced worker compensation. 


That was the day Chrysler began what has been a remarkable reversal of 
fortune — and it wouldn’t have happened without President Obama’s 


leadership. 


Becoming the first black president in 2008 presented a set of unique 


challenges. Thanks, Obama. 


